



THE POTENTIAL OF VIRTUE ETHICS IN 







Virtue ethics is an approach to normative ethics that emphasizes the 
great character traits of moral agents. As many authors have pointed 
out, this approach also has great potential in contemporary ethical 
education. The following text will focus on the possibility practically 
utilising virtue ethics in ethical education in Slovakia. One of the most 
influential figures in the development of this topic in Slovakia is Ladis-
lav Lencz, who also created key texts for teachers of ethical education. 
His concept is based primarily on a pedagogical and psychological 
basis, inspired by Spanish psychologist R.R. Olivar’s concept of proso-
ciality. However, some of L. Lencz’s texts also display elements of vir-
tue ethics. This article will point out the possibilities of implementing 
virtue ethics in ethical education.




and  in practice. This might be due  to  the several advantages  that  the 
































not cooperate with  the other  two approaches  to normative ethics. All 









ics, whereas proponents of deontological  ethics will  explain  them as 
character traits of people who fulfil their duties, and authors committed 










































































experience,  sensitivity, developed practical  reasoning,  and  the ability 
to perceive the complexity of a situation, which often takes a very long 
time  to  develop.  (Athanassoulis,  2018). The  following part will  deal 
with the implementation of virtue ethics in ethical education and some 
of its problems.
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2. Virtue ethics in ethical education 
  and its challenges
The idea of ethical (or character) education based on virtues was 
popular  from  the  time of Plato and Aristotle until  the Enlightenment 




out,  this approach  to ethical education can prevent  the rise of ethical 
relativism and diminish  the  threat  of  repeating monstrosities  such  as 
those of World War II. What  is  interesting  in virtue ethics  is  the fact 
that,  since  ancient Greece,  it  has  often been  connected  to  social  and 
political philosophy, and thus ethical and socio-political problems are 
often viewed as interrelated.









































(after  becoming  an  adult),  and  is  likely  often  adopted  by  contempo-





However,  the  refutation of Aristotle’s moral education  (or virtue 
ethics education in general) on this grounds is somehwat complicated, 
as is shown in Kristján Kristjánsson’s Aristotle, Emotions, and Educa-
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of  the heart  as well  as  the head – would  seem hard  to deny.”  (Carr, 2005, 
149–150)
This approach seems  interesting as  the author suggests  the more 
complex  development  of  the  moral  agent  through  ethical  education 


































that  are  often  used  interchangeably  –  ‘moral  education’,  ‘character 
education’,  ‘ethical  education’,  ‘ethics  education’  (or  ‘value  educa-
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distinguish  between  them,  but  their  interpretations  may  differ.  The 
distinction  is  often  based  on  the  relationship  to  indoctrination  and 
freedom  in  education.  For  instance, moral  training  is  often  used  to 















































against  numerous  objections  to  this  kind  of  ethical  education.  They 
stress the importance of developing practical intelligence, which helps 
the agent decide in specific situations. This is due to the fact that they 





This  is  likely due  to  the fact  that  it  tries  to find a middle ground be-
tween extremes  in numerous ways.  Its  proponents  claim  that,  if  cor-
rectly interpreted and developed, it is especially able to offer a balance 






2. Elements of virtue ethics in 
























Despite  the  fact  that Ladislav Lencz wrote  his  books  around 20 
years ago, his texts are still  influential and used by many teachers of 





education)  in  the Slovak curriculum falls within  the educational area 
entitled ‘Man and Values’. The current State Educational Programme 
for Higher Secondary Education (2015) explains that the main task of 
ethical  education  is  to  actively  form  the personality of  students with 

































point of view” (2017),  I point out  that  the ethical education unfortu-
nately  lacks  elements  of  philosophical  ethics,  focusing  rather  on  the 
pedagogical  and psychological  aspects of  ethical  education. Ladislav 





















On  the  other  hand,  it  is  important  to mention  that  students  can 
acquire  some knowledge of philosophical  ethics  in  a  subject  entitled 
“Civic Education”, which  is  a  compulsory  subject;  it  does  not  focus 
solely on ethics, instead providing an introduction to several branches 
of  the  social  sciences  and humanities,  such as political  science, psy-
chology, sociology, economics, and philosophy. This subject falls in the 
national curriculum within the area “Man and Society”.6














They claim  that  the most  important  skills are  those  that contrib-
ute to our meaningful life, and that these can be understood as virtues. 
In  this chapter,  the authors also mention Aristotle as one of  the most 
famous proponents of virtue ethics. They briefly characterize his un-


































Nevertheless,  I believe  that virtue ethics has potential  for use  in 
contemporary ethical education in Slovakia. It can even be implement-
ed  into most  topics  in  the current State Educational Programme. For 
instance, in the higher secondary education topics “Communication or 
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But  which  methods  should  teachers  use  for  ethical  education? 
As Walker and Thomas (2017) suggest, virtue based education can be 






on  the  social  (Ferkany, Creed,  2014; Carr,  2008)  and  environmental 
level as well.
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Etika vrlina pristup je normativne etike koji naglašava izvrsne karakterne 
osobine moralnih subjekata. Značajan broj autora ističe da ovaj pristup ima veliki 
potencijal u suvremenom etičkom obrazovanju. Rad se usmjerava na mogućnost 
uporabe etike vrlina u etičkom obrazovanju u Slovačkoj. Jedan od najznačajni-
jih autora u razvoju ove teme je Ladislav Lenz koji je napisao i ključne tekstove 
za nastavnike o etičkom obrazovanju. Njegov se koncept temelji na pedagoškim i 
psihologijskim osnovama, a inspiriran je konceptom prosocijalnosti španjolskog 
psihologa R. R. Olivara. Ipak, neki od Lenczovih radova iskazuju i elemente etike 
vrlina. U ovome radu istaknut ćemo mogućnosti uključivanja etike vrlina u etičko 
obrazovanje.
Ključne riječi: etičko obrazovanje, etika vrlina, Slovačka
